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New Home Permits 

Thirty-One New Home Permits Issued in June, Up 36% for the year 

The Planning & Development Department issued 

thirty-one (31) new home permits in June, bring-

ing the total number of new home permits issued 

so far in 2017 up to eighty-seven (87). Thirty-one 

(31) new home permits is the greatest number of 

permits Madison County Planning & Develop-

ment has issued in a single month.  For compari-

son, last June only fourteen (14) new home per-

mits were issued, which is a typical number dur-

ing the summer’s busiest months.  New home 

permits are up 36% this year through June when 

compared to the same time period last year. 

Residential alterations are up nearly 50% for the year through June. Last year, the Planning & Development 

Department had issued fifteen (15) residential alteration permits by the end of June. By the same time this 

year, twenty-two (22) residential alteration permits had been issued. Barn permits are also up 50% so far this 

year, with twenty-four (24) new barn permits issued by the end of June this year, compared to the twelve 

(12) issued by the same time last year. As reported last month, roof permits are off the charts due to the hail 

storm that raced through parts of Madison County in late February. By the end of May, 127 new roof permits 

had been issued, significantly higher than the nineteen (19) roof permits that had been issued by the same 

time last year. Another thirty-three (33) new roof permits were issued in June, bringing the year-to-date total 

to 160. When looking at all types of building permits the Planning & Development Department issues, the 

total number of permits that have been issued so far this year is up 27% compared to this time last year. By 

the end of June this year, the Planning & Development Department had issued 749 building permits, while 

last year, the Department had issued 589 building permits by the end of June.  

New home in the Wendell Creek Estates subdivision,  

located near St. Jacob and Troy 



Recycling & Resource Management 

Customer Service 

The first edition of "Small Green Steps" 

was sent in early June, 2017. The pub-

lication is intended for County resi-

dents and provides one suggestion 

each month for new ways to make 

positive, practical changes while making wise use of resources without being overwhelmed. The first edi-

tion of Small Green Steps was “Getting Smart about Styrofoam.” This issue describes the problems associ-

ated with using Styrofoam containers for packaging and serving food—it is not typically recyclable, is made 

from non-renewable resources, and may never decompose in a landfill—and offers a simple solution: col-

lapsible, reusable to-go boxes! 

The publication’s distribution is open to anyone and is not limited to only County residents. Interested indi-

viduals should contact the Resource Management staff to be added to the email distribution list. Past is-

sues can also be found on the Planning & Development website. 

Phone Calls Continue to Increase in June 

The number of phone calls the Planning & Development Depart-

ment received was 5% higher in June of this year when compared 

to June of last year. In June 2016, the Department took 1,044 

phone calls, while this June, 1,110 calls were received. There was 

also an increase in the number of phone calls year-to-date as of 

June this year compared to last year. Through June this year, the 

Department had received 5,887 phone calls, an 8% increase com-

pared to the 5,435 phone calls received during the same time last 

year.  

After two full months of tracking the specific types of recycling-

related phone calls the Department receives, an effort which be-

gan in the second half of April this year, there have been a total of 

twenty-one (21) calls regarding paint recycling, sixteen (16) calls about electronics recycling, nineteen (19) 

calls about household hazardous waste recycling, and twelve (12) calls regarding roll-offs and/or pick-ups, 

as well as a few calls with various other recycling-related questions. After two months, a total of seventy-

four (74) phone calls have been specifically recycling-related. 

Types of Recycling-Related Phone Calls Received 

in May & June 2017 



Recycling & Resource Management 

Recycling & Resource Management 

New Douglas Community Clean-Up 

Planning & Development Department staff worked with the Village of New Douglas and New Douglas 

Township to sponsor a community clean-up event on Friday and Saturday, June 9 and 10, at the New 

Douglas Village Shed. Community members were encouraged to drop off large trash items not normally 

picked up by the local trash collector, including furniture, mattresses, appliances, and electronics.  

Residents disposed of more than 8 tons of waste and nearly 10.5 

tons of electronics. It is estimated that over 300 people participated 

in the two-day event. Village Trustee, Barbie Basset commented, 

“People here were so happy to be able to clean up and they definite-

ly took advantage of the situation.  I have had nothing but positive 

feedback.” 

Madison County Planning & Development sponsors community clean

-ups throughout the county each year.  

Household Hazardous Waste Collection 

A free Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection event was held 

for residents on Saturday, June 17, in Swansea, IL. The event was a 

partnership with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), 

St. Clair County Health Department, the Village of Swansea, and the 

Madison County Planning & Development Department. Funding for 

the event was provided by the IEPA. 

This was the first HHW collection held in the region for over three (3) 

years, and the response was overwhelming.  More than 700 vehicles 

came through to drop off materials from over 1,100 households. Un-

fortunately, the volume of participants was much larger than antici-

pated and some cars had to be turned away at the end of the day. The response is evidence that residents 

are willing to save their materials and dispose of them properly. Additionally, it demonstrates the need for a 

more frequent service such as this in our region.  

The Planning & Development staff are hoping to schedule another collection event soon, and are looking 

into multiple options to make it happen.  

Some items that were dropped off at the 

New Douglas Community Clean-Up 

Workers collecting household hazardous 

waste items dropped off by residents 



Matt Brandmeyer, AICP 

Planning & Development Administrator 

157 N. Main Street, Suite 254 

Edwardsville, IL 62025 

zoning@co.madison.il.us 

www.co.madison.il.us 

 

Kurt Prenzler, CPA 

Madison County Board Chairman 

 

Planning & Development Committee: 

Brad Maxwell, Chairman 

Phillip Chapman 

Mick Madison 

Ray Wesley 

David Michael 

Nick Petrillo 

Robert Pollard 

Larry Trucano  
 

Code Enforcement 

P&D Staff Streamlines Code Enforcement Process 
Over the last several months, Planning & Development staff has been streamlining the code enforcement process for 

property maintenance and zoning violations. The procedural changes are intended to facilitate code violations 

through the process with fewer steps, so that ongoing issues can be resolved more quickly.   

In the past, once a code violation was reported, the code enforcement inspector would conduct an initial inspection, 

provide thirty (30) days for compliance, and then conduct a second, and sometimes a third inspection, before schedul-

ing the item for adjudication. Under this scenario, from complaint to court, a violation would potentially continue for 

four (4) to six (6) months.  With the new process, staff will schedule adjudication after the initial inspection is conduct-

ed. If the property owner comes into compliance before the hearing date, staff will withdraw the item from the dock-

et. With the new process, a violation will go to court within two (2) months of the initial complaint.     

The change was necessary primarily due to an influx of complaints and a growing backlog. The Planning & Develop-

ment Department typically receives around 600 violations a year. That number was surpassed in early June, just half-

way into the year. With the change to the procedure, the number of inspections conducted by the inspector for each 

violation is cut in half (or by one-third), which allows for additional violations to be handled and keeps the department 

from having a backlog.   

Staff is continuing to monitor the procedure and work through issues within the process chain. Along with the quicker 

process, the Department’s clerks are required to turnaround notices more quickly, which is difficult, particularly dur-

ing the building season when the counter is busy with permit applications. Another concern is the size of the adjudica-

tion docket. The docket typically entails twenty (20) to thirty (30) violations. In August, the docket will involve nearly 

eighty (80) cases and will be spread over two days. Staff will continue to evaluate the process and make changes as 

needed.   


